Among the many breathtaking changes the federal government is making because of COVID‐19 (more methadone take‐homes, video‐only buprenorphine induction) is the recent announcement by the Office of Inspector General (OIG) of the Department of Health and Human Services that Medicare beneficiaries be provided more information about methadone, buprenorphine and naloxone, in a harm‐reduction‐style approach to reducing overdoses among the older population. In a data brief released last month, the OIG notes that people with opioid use disorder (OUD) could be particularly hard hit by COVID‐19, because of increased risk of respiratory disease, and that most Medicare beneficiaries at serious risk of opioid misuse or overdose in 2017 received high amounts of opioids the following year. However, only a quarter received a prescription for naloxone, which reverses opioid overdoses. In addition, only 7% of beneficiaries who were at serious risk in 2017 who were diagnosed with an OUD received a medication‐assisted treatment drug, "possibly because of challenges that beneficiaries have in accessing prescribers." For the policy brief, go to [https://oig.hhs.gov/oei/reports/oei‐02‐19‐00130.asp](https://oig.hhs.gov/oei/reports/oei-02-19-00130.asp).
